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THE WAY TO -HEAVEN.

A SERMON
PREACHED ON SUNDAY MORNING, 13th JUNE, 1869,

By MR. JAMES WELLS,
AT TUK NEW SURREY TABERNACLE, WAN8BY STREET.

u Where is the Lord God of Elijah ?’*—2 Kings ii. 14.

I closbd my discourse upon these words last Lord’s day morning chiefly 
upon the greatness of the confidence Elijah had in God w hen he saw that 
the sacrifice and its accompaniments were accepted, as a type of that 
tonfidence which the people of God are to have in God, in proportion as 
they see what Jesus Christ is ; for the more we know’ of him, the more 
confidence we shall have in him who so loved us as to send us such a 
Saviour;—so that there and then, without the least sign beyond the 
sacrificial sign, Elijah said, “ There is a sound of abundance of rain.” And 
Ssu wid observe that the blessing w as to come by the good pleasure of 

od, in entire accordance with the sacrifice being accepted entirely of the 
Lord. And then we see that Elijah persevered in prayer. So now it is 
a part of God’s order of things, and he w ill make yon feel that a thing 
that’s not worth asking for is not worth having; and if it is not worth 
seeking for in your estimation, it is not w orth having ; but if thou, criest 
for it and diggest for it, as it were, as of necessity, seeking the Lord by 
Christ Jesus, then you w ill not seek in vain. Aud presently there appears 
a cloud like a man’s hand, pointing to the Lord Jesus Christ, the God- 
inan mediator ; and the appearance of such a cloud as this at once confirmed 
the confidence of Elijah. And the cloud appeared like a man’s hand to 
show that not only has Jesus Christ atoned for sm. not only has he abolished 
death, not only has he put away the curse of the law. not only lias he 
wrought victory, but it is by him that the blessings come. We live in a 
day when some holds doctrine sonn thing like this ;—Jesus Christ lias died, 
but the blessings are to come by your doing your part, and by something 
done by the creature. II____ *__ '—1 ’ ----------- L.
vented, and think the blessings are to come to them b 
whereas the same person that died for us brings

I
a

Hence, look at the ceremonies that men have in-
*m by those ceremonies; 

i the blessings to us; the 
sunt* person that had died on Calvary’s cross, the same person that, rose 
again, lifted up his hands and blessed the disciples ; and the testimony 
was left that he should come again in like manner. So then, as Jesus 
Christ hath thus wrought this wonderful work, so all the blessings are to 
come by him. And how sweet that scripture is upon this! - it seems to 
me to sweep away every human doctrine and human invention, that " he 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus.” So that it it 
not one person to put away our sin, and another person br»ng the blessing ;
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the Lord himself. the same person who in his humiliation put away our 
•in. doth in his exaltation give repentance to Israel and remission of 
•ins.

In closing my remarks upon this subject 1 have four more points to 
notice. First, the abundance of rain,—what is spiritually meant by the 
rain f Secon <ily, the places from which Elijah went when he left this world. 
Turdlv. to hearen. Fourthly.///r zb/; -“Where
is the Lord God of Elijah F”

First, what is meant by the rain? Suffice it to say that the very first 
feature of the rain means the gentleness of the Lord’s dealings with his 

e gentleness and virefiilness of the Lord’s dealings with his 
people. Because the rain in this sense does not mean anything destructive, 
nut just the reverse. You will see in what a variety of ways the Lord is 
pleaded to speak of his mercy, of his kindness, and the gentleness of his 
dealings under the figure of rain. And you that are Christians also like 
the figure very much; you like this representation because it accords so 
nicely with the gospel, and with your experience. None hut the Lord 
himself hath command over the rain; none but the Lord himself can 
send the genial shower. And so he makes us feel that we have no do­
minion, that all power belongeth unto God ; and we therefore are to a<k 
of the L wd rain in the time of the latter rain ; and we live in the time 
of the latter rain. The former rain of the Old Testament dispensation is 
gone, and yet not gone, because the Old Testament continues a blessing 
to us. And it is said the Lord shall make them bright clouds, and send 
unto every one grass in the field. And you will observe it is a figure 
applied to the Eternal Three ;—let us trace it out. keeping up the idea 
that it means the kind, gentle dealings of the Lord with his people. I 
shou'd like, if the Lord’s will, before I die to preach you. many of you at 
least, int > a better apprehension of your covenant God. I am afraid some 
of vou live a life in great part of slavish fear of him. as though he was 
rather a dread than an endearment; as though you were carrying with 
you, from time to time, a kind of foreboding that God, on account of what 
you feel you are. would some day cut you down. Now this is the spirit 
of bondage. and all for want of a greater acquaintance with him who hath 
said. “ It the Son make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” And then there 
must be, in order to have a right knowledge of these things, solemn ex­
perience. Now first, then.it is expressive of the kind and gentle dealings 
*ith us of G ‘I the bather;—6th of Hosea, where it is said, “ Come, and 
let vs r< turn unto the Lord,” Whence that proposition? Let us go to 
the Ij rd. let r.s look to him, for we need something that he alone can 
minister to u®. Happy that man who is brought to feel that he needs 
that pardon and that mercy which the God of heaven and earth alone can 
minister to him. But how camo they to make this proposition? Why. 
“ He hath (••rn, and he will heal us. he hath smitten, and he will bind us 
up.’ 'W hat ha> fir torn? Why. ho lias torn our conceits all to pieces, 
he has torn our false confidence all to pieces, he has torn our false refuge 
all to pieces ; |u. has torn a thousand of our earthly hopes all to pieces. 
And bo* has he suiitteuP By convincing us of what we are in our hearts, 
in our nature ; thereby we are smitten down and fall down before him 
And were it not that wv have the privilege of praying in the language of 
tlie publican when we are thus smitten down, we should have no hope ot 
ever getting up again ; but there wt» may pray, “ God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” >ntan may come in and aay. Well, but you are nothing but a 
pinner; how can you cry for mercy P You are nothing but a sinn< r. and 
you are contesting la'fore the Great Judge of all, that you are nothing but 
aainner. No* if you won'like that good man that fasts twice a week, and 
gives titlus of ali he possesses, and if you were not such a sinner, you 
might expect favour; but you are nothing but a sinner. But by and by it 
tonne Cut that Jtt.uaChrist came into the world to save sinners, and this

then.it
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poor believing sinner went down to his house justified, while the other 
that did not know he was a sinner, and therefore was not a believer in 
Christ nor in God’s mercy, he did not go down to his house justified. 
And now mark ;—“ After two dayB will he revive us ; in the third day he 
will raise us up.” Let us be careful here ; for if we have n ^t come by 
our religion in the right way, we shall have to part with it some day, and 
just the time we shall want it most. “ After two days will he revive us.” 
Now do we know what it is to be cast down, to be cut up, and to feel our 
need of the Lord’s pow er to give us such a revelation of the death and 
resurrection of Christ as to revive us ? For mark the way in which the 
revival is to be. “ After two days he will revive us; in the third day 
he will raise us up that is, by the death and resurrection of Christ. 
And when you see that Jesus Christ is risen as a morning without clouds, 
when you see how completely he has put sin away, how completely he is 
suited to you, how will that revive you. “ Then shall we know, if we 
follow on to know the Lord.” Here must still be a following on. Re­
ligion is a daily and a momentary thing. I do not hold with the doctrines 
of the Wesleyans, at least, not with some of them. You know their 
common saying is, “We live from moment to moment,” and that is right 
enough,—not in their sense of the word, but in the true, spiritual and 
sure sense of the word, we know not where or when we shall die,— 
whether suddenly, or at home, or abroad, or how or where;—therefore 
our religion must be a personal matter. Then shall we know, and if our 
religion be real we shall follow on to know the Lord. And though I have 
to preach three times to-day, 1 hope when I close the services this evening 
that some of you will be wiser than you are this morning ; and that some 
of you will be better in your hearts and souls for what you have heard; 
and that some of you will be strengthened still to go on to seek the 
Lord ; for “ then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord, his 
going forth is prepared as the morning —the resurrection of Christ again, 
2 Samuel xxiii,—Christ is the morning without clouds'; and according to 
the clearness of Christ our God is prepared to go forth; he is prepared 
to go forth and pardon every sin, he is prepared to go forth and 'wash the 
blackest clean; he is prepared to go forth and save sinners east, west, 
north, south. And now mark,—“ he shall come unto us as the rain, as 
the latter and former ram unto the earth.” Here is the gentleness of his 
dealings ; here is God our Father. Will he hurt you when he comes to 
you? It is true he will sometimes, in order to prepare you for those 
gentle dealings with you, deal a little roughly with you. There is the 
wind that rends the mountains, and Elijah is very much alarmed at it; 
but, Elijah, I am not going to hurt you; — that rough wind is gone ; I have 
sent that adversity to you just to prepare you for something that is to 
abide with you. And then there was the fire, and that alarmed him too. 
Why, I shall be consumed. Oh no, Elijah; I have only shown you the 
fire in order to let you know that I might justly consume you, but I will not 
consume you. And so the Lord was not in the fire. I do not intend to 
dwell there, Elijah, I do not intend you shall dwell there. And then came 
an earthquake, swallowing up everything, and Elijah was alarmed again. 
Well, Elijah, I have shown you this in order to show you that the pit of 
hell might open its mouth and swallow you up; but I shall not dwell 
with you there, Elijah, for God in his vengeance does dwell with 
devils in hell in that Bense, breathing eternal indignation. So the earth­
quake is gone, and now comes the still small voice; here comes the 
gentle shower ; here comes the gentle dealing. “ As a father pitieth his 
children, o the Lord pitieth them that fear, him ; he knoweth our frame, 
he remembereth that we are dust. As for man, his days are as grass ; as 
a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and 
it is gone ; and the place thereof shall know it no more.” But that mercy 
that has been coming towards us from eternity will abide with us
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through time, will make our bed in uickncs#, and will accompany ua in th 
lofty regions of glory, and that to endle^ ng>>< “ \ s »un 1 ot alnimi nep
of rain/’-—God tix Father blesaiug u« abundantly, dealing wnh in -ntl v. 
Then again, it is applied to the dear Stviour ah », in ii.‘72 i i l’-i.n. 
“ He shall oome down like rain upon the mown grms 1 here is tli 
poor sinner cut down, and there is the mown grass trying to gro v again : 
the poor sinm r is brought down very low. “ He shall (•■•iiip ■Lmh li’c 
ram upon the mown grass; as showers that water the earth.’ Have 
there not been times when the dear Saviour’s name lias refreshed Us? 
when we have thought.—Ah! in thinking of him I forgetali mv t >ih, 1 
forget all my sins, all my sorrows, all my fears; I forget ev< rvihing. 
“Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his in - r\ n > 
more." Here are the geutle dealings of the dear Saviour. And i n n. 
thirdly, it is applied also to the Holy Spirit, 44th of Isaiah, “I will 
pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground 
then comes the explanation,—“ I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, an 1 
my blessing upon thiue offspring.” Have you not marked, brethren, the 
contrast running through the Scriptures.—that when the Lord appears 
in the law he appears under the figure of terrible Are, as at Sinai, and of 
the lake that burnetii? But when he appears in the gospel, lie appears 
in a paradisiacal form, where he is unto us a place of broad rivers and 
streams; for in the city of our God there is not fire, but a river, the 
streams whereof shall make glad the city of God. Then, fourthly, it is 
also applied to the gospel, 32nd of Deuteronomy:—“ My doctrine shall 
drop as the rain, mv apeeeh shall distil as the dew, as the small rain 
upon the ten ler herbs, and as the flowers upon the grass and you know 
what that doctrine is as there described—namely, the greatness of the 
Lord’ 8 name, the perfection of his work, the stability of Christ. Ah, if 
pers that apeak lightly of what they call high doctrines knew of them 
what my soul knows of them, they would never open their mouths in 
future concerning them except to extol them, except to speak of them in 
the highest possible terms ; for what are what men call high doctrines 
but simply the testimonies of (rod’s love to man, the testimonies of God’s 
merev to man, expressive of his gentle dealings with man? And then 
also this term is applied, fifthly, to the people of God themselves, to 
show that they are made to know that they are indebted to the sovereign 
pleasure of God for what they are. Hence you find, in the 5th of Micah, 
that “ the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a 
dew from the Ix>rd, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for 
man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.” Did the Lord tarry for man 
when he called Saul of Tarsus ? Did the Lord wait for the sons of men 
when he poured out his Spirit on the Pentecostal day? And did tin* 
L »rd tarry for man when you first became e mrrrcied for eternal things ? 
Did he wait for the sons of men when he had merry upon your dead, 
benighted, lost, guilty, rebellious, far off, lost soul. Therefore you must 
bear testimony, or fall in with the testimony that it was God, who is rich 
in mercy, and for his great love wherewith he loved you, even when 
dead in sin. I am afraid I am never able to speak of the sovereignty of 
Godin a way that I could wish; but if you can but see it as essential to 
your salvation, you will love God in it. All I want you to see here is 
that, if the Lord had not been pleased to have merry upon you according 
to his own good pleasure, the Holy Scriptures reveal no other rule* by 
which von could havo obtained mercy. I will tell you a thought that 
has very often encouraged me in prayer in private as well as in public, 
and very much encouraged me to hope in the Lord when enemies hive 
threatened, and friends have proved false, and afflictions, and trials, and 
crooks have abounded. 1 have thought within myaelf,—well, after all, the 
lx)rd can do just as he pleases ; none of these things ran move him ; tho 
move me, but they can’t move him ; they very often confuse and perph \
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mo, but they vann it perplex him ; and they seem to upset me, but they 
cannot upset him; and many times have the words oomo, “ Il» hath his 
way in the whirlwind and in the storm, an I the clouds are the dust of 
his foot.” Ah. my hearer, you can’t think what a nice place it is to stay 

the sovereignty of Goa; that ho docth as ho pleaseth. It was thia 
enabled Job to bless the Lord amidst all his privations and afflictions; 
ami it is this that has enabled the people of God from time to time to 
stand fast as they have. Once got the notion into your head that some­
thing can hinder the Lord, then you can n > longer have confidence in 
him: but all the time you carry with you the sweet assurance that 
however much you are bound, his Spirit is not bound, his Son is not 
bound, his power is not bound, his counsel is not bound, ho doeth as 
ho ple&seth, then your confidence in him will he firm. So then, “ the 
remnant of Jacob shall bo in the midst of many people;”—mark that, 
** in the midst of many people,” they themselves a few people,—“a? a 
dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for 
men. nor waiteth for the sons of men,” and yet groat abundance of souls 
were gathered in the Apostles’ days. So that in this sense also the 
sacrifice was the sign and sounl of abundance of rain. We who are 
brought to feel ourselves indebted to this eternal mercy, I am sure 
there is something deficient and at fault somewhere if wo arc not the 
most God loving and God-serving people in the world; 1 do not mean 
merely the friends of the Surrey Tabernacle, I mean Christians at large, 
that arc brought to feel their need of the sovereignty, of this eternal 
mercy, of this sacrificial meditation and of the faithfulness of the blessed 
God. 1 am sure that if we have a right hold of the same we shall be 
increasingly devoted to his dear name, and increasingly rejoice in the 
goodness of the Lord ; as ho hath said “ my people shall be satisfied with 
my goodness.” Thon I need scarcely remind you, sixthly, that this 
rain means a plenty of everything. “The Lord hath given you the 
former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, 
the former rain, and the latter rain in the first, month. And the floors 
shall bo full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the 
Lord your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you ; and my people 
shall never be ashamed.”

Can we say, then, that wo do know something of being poor, dried up, 
mortal, dying creatures, and that nothing but those blessings by the 
sacrifice of Christ, nothing but this mercy of God the Father, nothing 
but this greatness of the Saviour, nothing but this descent of the Holy 
Spirit softening our hearts and souls, nothing but these blessed tes­
timonies, and nothing but this sovereign pleasure of the blessed 
God, can be of any use to us? we need pray, for the furtherance of 
the gospel, and we are favoured generally to set the gospel forth 
pretty clearly ; but we can’t give eyes to the blind, and we can’t give 
life to the dead. I sometimes think of people coming here, perhaps take 
a sitting, perhaps stop for twelve months, and go away, and as blind 
when they go away as they were when they came. It seems some­
times to mo astonishing how they can hear these things set forth so 
solemnly, so cuttingly sometimes, and so clearly, and yet go away as 
blind, and ignorant, and careless as though they had never heard a word. 
Does it not show, as we observed a Wednesday evening or two ago, that as 
John gives us to understand, it is as great a miracle for a man to become 
a Christian as it would be for a Hint stone to become a child : “ God is 
able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.” And we are 
all of us by nature as far from anything like being real Christians as the 
Hint stones are from bring children. It would indeed be a miracle to turn 
those flint stones into children, living children, with Hosannah^ on their 
tongues; but no greater miracle, if as great, thin turning a lead sinner
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into a living soul, opening the blind eyes, and causing that sinner to 
hunger and thirst after the mercy of God.

Seeondlv, I notice the places from which Elijah went when he left th is 
world. I do not think we ought to pass over them,—the places that 
Elijah went from literally, we must go from mystically ; the places that 
he visited literallv. if we are strangers to them mystically, there is some­
thing lacking. Now the first place was Gilgal; and what does that mean? 
There it was the Lord rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off the 
people. Leave the word “ Egypt ” out;—there the Lord rolled away the re­
proach. Ah, what is our reproach ? Our sin is the reproach,—sin is a re­
proach to any people. Jesus Christ hath rolled that reproach away. And the 
word Gilgal means “ rolling,” and it also means “ revolution; ” one govern­
ment dethroned, and another government put in its place; that 
is, Satan dethroned, and the Saviour put into his place. Ah, the 
reproach is rolled away; and now “ thou shalt forget the reproach 
of thy widowhood: for thy Maker is thy husband. Now reproach 
her not, but let fall some handfuls for her :—now no reproach, no 
rebuke, no blame ; all is taken away. Do not think of getting to heaven if 
you do not take this with you. Your testimony would not be acceptable in 
heaven; you would not be acceptable in heaven, if you did not go mysti­
cally from this place. You must be brought to see that it is Christ that 
has rolled the reproach away, has wrought the revolution, overturned the 
powers of darkness, and brought you into light; and this knowledge pre­
pares you to enter heaven triumphantly, and at once there and then to 
begin in heaven what you learnt on earth;—“Unto Him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us priests 
and kings to God, unto him be glory for ever and ever.” So then, before 
you die. the Lord help you to visit this part, to understand this part; it 
is very significant. Then the second place he went to was Bethel. What 
is that? There are two things at Bethel. There you get exceeding great 
and precious promises. “ Behold, I am with thee in all places.” You 
get the reproach rolled away first, then you get the promises by Christ. 
“ And will keep thee in all places.” I will never throw you away, 
Jacob; I will never change you away for another. I might find some 
better men. perhaps, in some respects, but I will never change you away; 
—“ I will keep thee in all places.” So the Lord never cast him away, 
and Jacob never cast the truth away. And I am sure the Lord might 
very easily have got a very much better Christian and minister than I am; 
but notwithstanding that he does not throw me away, he still keeps me, 
and I am enabled still to keep him, and we get on very nicely together; 
at least I love him, and 1 take that as an evidence he loves me. And “ I 
will not leave thee until I have done that which I have spoken to thee 
of.” And Jacob at the last hour testifies. “ The God which fed me all 
my life long unto this day; the Angel which redeemed me from all evil.” 
Here, then, is the promise, which the people of God are to believe, under­
stand, and enjoy. But that is not all;—there was a ladder that reached 
from earth to heaven ; and the last verse‘of the 1st chapter of John shews 
that -that ladder mystically is Christ;—“ Hereafter ye shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
man.” That is the way to heaven; Jesus hath said, “ 1 am the way.” So 
then if we get the reproach rolled away, and get the promise, why, we 
shall go on presently and get to heaven aB happy as Elijah did. After 
all, that is the great thing, you know. Of course you are building, and 
planting, and marrying, and" giving in marriage, and it is all very proper, 
it is verv proper employment, no question of that; but still you will have 
done with it presently; but these blessed things will never have done 
with vou, and you never will have done with them. Then, thirdly, he 
went to Jericho' What did he go there for? For two reasons, I think. 
First, because the Lord wrought a victory th-re in a very simple way,—
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by the sound of the ram’s horns. And you know we plain, pike-staff sort 
of parsons, as they call us, are called “ ram’s horn preachers.” Well, how 
was it then that they used ram’s horns? that is the question. Why 
were ram’s horns chosen; and why did the Lord put such honour upon 
them? There is the secret; the horn is the symbol of power. Now, sirs, 
the ram was reckoned one of the noblest sacrifices of the Mosaic dispensa­
tion; and therefore the ram represents Christ in the nobility of his sacri­
ficial character, in the superiority of his sacrificial character; and the 
horns represent the power by which that atonement shall be sounded out, 
Jericho’s walls shall fall, the devil shall be put to flight, Israel shall gain 
the victory, God shall have the glory. The ram’s horns ;—the victory of 
Christ’s sacrifice sounded out by his mighty power, and that is a joyful 
sound. You may have your sounding brass and your tinkling cymbals 
as long as you like ; give me that described in the 89th Psalm,—“ Blessed 
is the people that know the joyful sound; they shall walk, O Lord, in the 
light of thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all the day; 
and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted.” Was there another rea­
son why he went to Jericho? Yes; because there the Lord gave a 
sample of what he has done for me, as though Elijah should say,—He 
saved a sinner; he saved Rahab, originally an harlot, saved her father and 
her mother, her brothers and her sister.'3. Amidst the general destruction 
God took care that not a hair of her head should be hurt, not a pane of 
glass in one of her windows should be broken, not a brick, nor a piece of 
timber, nor a tile, nor a slate, or whatever the house was covered with, 
should be moved ; all should remain immovable. There was the scarlet 
line, pointing to the scarlet line of God’s eternal truth, from “whom he 
did foreknow ” up to eternal glory ; and that was the line that was to be 
the token of her salvation, and saved she was. Therefore it was that 
Rahab perished not with them that believed not. So I will go to Jericho ; 
there my mind will be refreshed with the thought that there is no case too 
hard for the Lord. And besides, Elijah knew that the time would come 
when the glorious gospel would go into the Gentile world. And then 
Elijah would like to go to Jericho, because Rahab was saved there for 
another reason—namely, that he had not forgotten the same Gentile 
widow of Sarepta. “ The barrel of meal shall not waste,” and it did not, 
“and the cruse of oil shall not fail,” and it did not, “till the Lord send 
rain upon the earth and it did not. Presently her son died. There, I 
thought I w as too happy for it to continue ; I thought there would be 
something. I have always found whenever I am happy and comfortable 
there is sure to be something. “ Art thou come to call my sin to remem­
brance ?” What sin? Well, my sin in general. No, I am come to call 
God’s goodness to remembrance. Well, but my son is dead. Never 
mind that, never mind it! Well, I have heard you hypers are very hard­
hearted, and you certainly are. Let me carry him up into my room. 
What are you going to do with him—bury him, or what? Ah, you will 
see. So he carried her son up, and prayed to the Lord, and her son was 
raised from the dead. “And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I 
know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy 
mouth is truth;”—you do not do as some do, turn it into a lie; while it 
contains free grace, turn it into something contrary to it. So then she 
lost nothing by entertaining the prophet; the same as another woman 
who entertained Elisha, and furnished his room quite as much as a pro­
phet cares about;—a table to read upon and eat upon; and a stool,—not 
a chair, lest he should go to sleep ; and a candlestick, and a room to him­
self,—all comfortable. Her son died, but the Lord raised him from 
the dead. What a God our God is; he won’t let you do anything 
for him but he will give you a reward directly, he will come in and bless 
you directly :—you have done something for me, and I will do something 
for you. Then Elijah goes to Jordan, where, as we have lately said, 
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judgment was arrested ;—we have been there lately, so I need not enlarge 
upon it here. Most of our friends seemed to like that subject that morn­
ing ; it was because it gave you a little hope, was it not? and gave you a 
little idea that there might be mercy for you after all. Now why does he 
cross the Jordan? what is that for? You must forgive me if I am 
a little fanciful. He crossed the Jordan to ascend on the east side of 
Jordan ; that he might ascend on the sunny side, the side where the sun 
rose. Let me go on the sunny side. Is not that just the way with you 
when you come to die? Your troubles have two sides to them—a shady 
side and a sunny side. Where Christ is not, it is like the dark side of 
Pharaoh’s cloud—very dark; but when you can die where Christ is, that 
is the sunny side. Ah, he shines upon all our troubles,—

“ Gilds the whole scene with brighter rays, 
And more exalts our joys.”

Thus he was brought to the very point of departure from this world.
Thirdly, his manner of going to heaven. There cannot, I think, from 

the analogy of things, be any doubt whatever but that Elijah, a3 he 
ascended to heaven, underwent the same change that the saints that are 
alive will undergo at the last day. They will undergo in the twinkling of 
an eye a change from mortality to immortality, from corruption to incor­
ruption, from the earthly to the heavenly, from the weak to the mighty, 
and from the merely natural to the spiritual. We cannot doubt that he 
underwent that change. The Saviour himself as he ascended to heaven 
underwent a change,—not from mortality, because he had no mortality; 
nor from corruption to incorruption, because he had no corruption, and 
saw no corruption; but he, nevertheless, underwent a change from the 
natural to the spiritual. We ought not to forget that Jesus Christ was a 
perfectly natural man ; that is, he took human nature in its perfection as 
human nature; and therefore hungered and thirsted, did eat and drink, 
and was weary, like another man. Now as Christ ascended, he under­
went a change from the natural to the spiritual; so that when John saw 
him on high, no doubt John would say if he could form the contrast 
amidst the splendours of the glory, Is that the person on whose bosom 
I leant at the holy Supper? Is that the person whom I so loved and 
adored ? is that the person that was crucified for me ? Ah, I cannot now 
endure the weight of his glory :—“ I fell at his feet as dead.” Yet in his 
exaltation he was only a pattern of that to which all must be conformed. 
So I say, what pledges Enoch and Elijah were that all the people of God 
at last should be taken up into that glory! though Christ, of course, is the 
essential and the centre pledge of all. Then, secondly, it is said there 
appeared unto him horses of fire and a chariot of fire. Now anything that 
is very brilliant and very lively the Scriptures very often compare to fire. 
Christ’s feet are said to be as burnished brass, as if they burned in the 
furnace. Now what is this chariot? Of course we must not take it as a 
literal chariot, or literal horses of fire ; but it was a brilliant appearance 
of God’s glory in that shape and form. I think we shall find the key if 
we go to the Sth verse of the 3rd chapter of Habakkuk; it strikes me 
the latter part of that verse is the key. “ Was thy wrath against 
the sea, that thou didst ride upon thy horses and thy chariots of salva­
tion?” There it is ;—ah! it was t le chariot of salvation that brought us up 
from hell; it is the chariot of salvation that carries us through the wilder­
ness ; it is the chariot of salvation that will carry us up to heaven at last. 
When I come to die, it is the chariot of the same salvation wrought at 
Calvary that will lift me up on high. So the same salvation that delivered 
Elijah from evil, carried him through the wilderness, and enabled him to 
do what he did do, the same chariot, the same salvation, took him to 
heaven. And Elijah, as every minister should be, was a representative of 
God’s salvation, and so Elisha said, “ My father, the chariot of Israel 
and the horsemen thereof.”


