
For the convenience of friends in the country, three copies will be sent, post 
free, on receipt of three stamps, to be forwarded to Mr. E. Butt, 4, Denmark 
Terrace, Cold Harbour Lane, Camberwell, S.; or friends wishing 
them sent weekly will please direct as above.

A GOOD COMMAND SI ENT.

A SERMON
PREACHED ON SUNDAY MORNING, 3kd JANUARY, 1889, 

By ME. JAMES WELLS,
AT THE KEW SURREY TABBRKACLE, WAK8EY STREET.

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.”—Matthew vi. 33.

It is one part of my business to study the feelings and the desires of 
the church and congregation with which I have had the honour to be so 
many years, and trust I shall to the last. And in so doing I felt that it 
would be in entire accordance with such feelings and desires to have a 
few words at the beginning of this year upon the heavenly counsel con­
tained in our text. The question seemed to arise,—What is the desire of 
the people ? what is their united feeling ? and what is their petition to 
the throne of grace ? Is it not that they may have grace whereby they 
may indeed increasingly seek eternal things, and in and by the realiza­
tion of eternal things have the sweet assurance that if the Lord gave' the 
greater, he will not withhold the lesser; that if he spared not nis Own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, shall he not also with him freely 
give us all things, I do hope and trust that our spiritual life will be 
increased in liveliness. I am sure there are some hundreds of our friends 
that will look back with pleasure to our service on New Year’s Eve. To 
see here at midnight one thousand persons listening to the blessed truths 
of the everlasting gospel, as though it was eleven o’clock in the morning 
instead of twelve at night, certainly was a good sign. I must say I found 
it good to be here, and I think many others did too. I think no one‘ will 
regret it. Indeed, it was enough to encourage the heart of any minister, 
and also of the deacons, members, and people; for every right-minded 
man and woman loves to see the cause of God prosper generally; there­
fore it is that their souls pray for the prosperity of Zion; not only the 
prosperity of those that are united as a church and congregation, but 
also for the ingathering of others; for there is nothing so desirable as 
the saving progress of the everlasting gospel. Although, therefore, the 
subject contained in our text is almost the same as the latter part of our 
subject on New Year’s Eve, yet I felt the counsel contained in the text 
was very suitable to enter upon the new year with. I felt a great deal of 
earnestness in my soul; for we all well know that unless the Lord is 
pleased to give us grace to receive his counsel, we shall not follow that
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counsel; but if we do receive that counsel, God will write that aa a 
pledge that he himself w ill by and by come unto ua in a more triumphant 
way than ever ; for Jesus bath said that he came, not only that we might 
have life, but that we might have it more abundantly.

Our text divides itself into three parti. First, the object to le /ought; 
—“the kingdom of God." Secondly, the order indicated;—“and his 
righteousness." Thirdly, “ the promise all these things shall be added 
unto you."

Firat, the object to be /ought}—“ the kingdom of God." In this part of 
my ditcourse 1 shall try to describe what it is rightly to seek the kingdom 
ot God, to icek eternal things; for the kingdom of God, being an ever­
lasting kingdom, stands in contrast to everything temporal. I will give 
you three examples of seeking the kingdom of God, and if we possess 
the lame spirit, we shall meet with the same success. And what a happy 
people that is to whom the Saviour’s words belong, “Fear not, little 
flock ; it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” First, 
then, seek ye the kingdom of God as the believing Israelite did. The 
Israelite, when in Egypt, sought deliverance by the promises of God. 
There was a promise m the 15th of Genesis that the Lord would bring 
them out, deliver them with great substance. And then Moses came, 
and brought from the burning bush another promise, a promise that the 
Ixird himself would come ano deliver them, and bring them into a land 
flowing with milk and honey ; and that he had seen their afflictions, that 
he had heard their cry, that he knew their sorrows. Now, in order to 
bring this Lome to ourselves, observe that the promise is to him that 
sceketh. If a thought should arise in your heart, that is all very well, 
but then that promise was to the literal Israelitewell, there are such 
persons as spiritual Israelites, Jews spiritually. Now one mark of dis­
tinction of trie spiritual Israelite is tnat he is a seeker; and there is a 
promise that those that seek the Lord shall find him. Indeed, the Bible, 
1 was going to my, is adorned with promises to the seeker. Now the 
term “wait" is a kindred term to that of seek and Isaiah saith upon 
this,—'1 Hince the beginning of the world men have net heard, nor per­
ceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he 
hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.” Bow is it with us? We 
know that eternal life is promised to them that belicvingly seek it; that 
an everlasting kingdom is promised to them that believingly seek it; we 
do know that God will be with such, according to the language of our 
text on New Year’s Eve,—“ For thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that 
seek thee." We have thus God’s own word to authorise us to look for 
his mercy and grace. That is one step, then, in which the true Israelite 
sought tnc kingdom of God; that is, sought to he brought under the 
government of God’s mercy and grace, under that dispensation wherein 
he showed his regard and care for them. Then the next step to which 
this, promise leads is that of the paschal lamb. When they arrived at 
the paschal lamb, they then arrived at divine sovereignty. They were 
to seek escape by the paschal lamb. What was the paschal lamb for? 
Eimply and entirely to exempt the people from judgment; expressive of 
the way in which the Lord would deal with them. That lamb waH a 
beautiful type, as you well know,of the Lord Jesus Christ. In the 
11th of Exodus, when the Lord was about to command Moses to direct 
the people to receive this spotless lamb, and how it was to be slain, 
roasted, and eaten, how the blood was to be sprinkled, and the bitter 
herbs, the unleavened bread, and everything pertaining to it, the Lord 
saith, “Against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move bis 
tongue, against man or beast -. thatye may know how that the Lord doth 
put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel," Ah, to he a believer 
in Christ makes an infinite ana everlasting difference between such an 
one and the man that is not a believer in Christ; and the difference
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dene «■ you go on. There is a great difference between the man that 
a Christian and the man that is not a Christian in this life, though the 
iiral man sees not the difference, but the spiritual man does. And

■e is a greater difference still between the two in a dying hour. In 
one case it is, “ He that is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is 
1st, let him be unjust still.” In the other case it is, “ He that is holy, 
him be holy still; he that is righteous, let him be righteous still.” 

. there is a greater difference still between the two at the day of 
;ment: the one on the Saviour’s left hand, the other on his right, 
re is a greater difference still after the sentence is uttered—the 
sunk to remediless woe, the other raised to inherit a throne 

glory,— “ That ye may know that I the Lord do put a differ- 
?•” Now, my hearer, is not what God hath promised well worth 
ring for? and lias he not provided a way that defies and altogether 

ercomes ch-pair ? How dare we to despair, I wa3 going to say ? Why, 
is Emanuel’s blood that wrought our redemption; it is the righteous- 
!£3 of Jehovah that brings us up with acceptance before God. The 
ood of Jesus Christ—it matters not whether a Manasseh, a Magdalene, 
thief on the cross, a Saul of Tarsus—the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s

’ Son, cleanseth from all sin. Thus we are to seek God by the 
nise to the seekers, and by the Lord Jesus Christ. I have sometimes 
a encouraged in a little way, for I get sometimes little revivings and 
e encouragements; and those words upon this subject of seeking him 
e sometimes encouraged and helped me,—“ Fear not ye, for Iknow 
t ye seek Jesus.” This is what the Pnarisee did not seek, but it is 
it the Publican did seek, it is what the eunuch did seek, and therefore 

xuilip was sent to him to open to him what he did seek. “ Fear not, for 
I know that ye seek Jesus.” You are seeking after a Saviour; you are 

!Geeking after that sacrifice for sin which alone could swallow up sin, cast 
your sins behind Jehovah’s back, cast them as into the depths of the sea, 
arid give you the victory, give you the kingdom. Thirdly, the true 
Israelites would seek the Lord also by that wonderful victory, which he 
blessed them with when they came out of Egypt. See the 15th of Reve­
lation upon this. So, my hearer, those fearful sins that you cannot con­
quer, the Lord Jesus Christ has conquered them; those infidelities, that 
unbelief, and that rebellion which you feel from time to time in your 
nature against many circumstances, and perhaps sometimes against God 
io. some of the displays of the sovereignty of nis dealings—Jesus Christ 
has conquered them. There is not a sin oelouging to the Christian that 
has any legal life in it; Christ took’away the legal life of sin; sin has lost 
its right to live, and therefore must by and by die. Just as with the cere­
monial sacrifices, Jesus Christ took their legal life away ; they had no 
right to be offered after he died, he being the one autitypical sacrifice; bo 
he lias taken away the life of sin, and has thereby taken away the sting 
of death. He has virtually taken away the very being of sin; so that by 
and by,—

“ Our inbred fo«» shall all be ilain, 
Nor SaUu break our peace atzaiu.”

One more point I name here, and that is this, that the believing Israel­
ite did cleave unto the Lord all the wilderness through. You may 
imagine the right-minded Israelite standing and saying, There is a solemn 
scene' here are three-and-twenty thousand cut down by pestilence; —it 
has not touched me. Presently here is a number slain by fiery, flying 
serpents, others writhing in agony ;—it has not touched me. Again, the 
plague begins, and thousands fall; Aaron comes in between the living and 
the dead., and the plague is stayed;—it has not touched me. Here is a 
scorching desertit has not hurt me. Here are scorpions, bat they 
have not touched me. Here are the Amalekites and the Am>ntes, but 
they have not touched me; I am safe amidst it all. Ah, how is that.
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Why, according to the Lord’s word,—“He that dwelleth in the secret 
place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” 
“No plague shall come nigh thy dwelling.” Thousands fell by their side, 
and ten thousands at their right hand, but no evil befell them; and 
Joshua turned around, and looked to those that had thus sought the 
kingdom, and cleaved to the Lord their God, and he saith, “Not one 
good thing hath failed; all hath come to pass ;” that is, with the believer. 
So these promises, this atonement, and this victory, are to travel on; this 
glorious gospel is to go majestically on through time, and shall gather up, 
east, west, north, and south, God’s elect, and present them in all the 
triumphs of the perfection of Christ, and the victory he hath wrought; so 
that the very last saying shall bear upon this—it is now done de jure, but 
then it shall be done de facto,—“ Then shall be brought to pass the say­
ing, O death, where is thy sting; O grave, where is thy victory ? Thanks 
be to God, that giveth us the victory, by our Lord Jesus Christ.” Thus 
the true Israelite sought the kingdom by faith in, and decision for, the 
Sromise ; by faith in, and decision for, the paschal lamb; by faith in, and 

ecision for, the victory wrought in bringing them up out of the seas, and 
by cleaving unto the covenant of God, rejecting all false gods, and so 
shall such take the kingdom, and possess the same for ever.

Secondly, we are to seek the kingdom of God as David did, when he 
brought in the ark of the covenant. That ark is called the ark of God, 
pointing to the new covenant; it is called the ark of his testimony, 
because it represents his sworn promise; it is called the ark of his strength, 
because all the strength of God is thrown into the great matter of eternal 
salvation. “ I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” David, in seeking the 
kingdom, saith, “ Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, 
nor go up into my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to 
mine eyelids, until I find out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the 
mighty God of Jacob;”—it shall be the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob—a God of decision, of immutability, of sworn promise. And so they 
heard where the ark was. “ Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah; we found it 
in the fields of the wood.” And now the ark is come, the mercy-seat is 
come, God is come, Christ is come ; now “we will go into his tabernacles; 
we will worship at his footstool.” John, in the last verse of the 11th of 
Revelation, is very beautiful upon this bringing in of the ark. He views 
the New Testament church as a tempi®, or rather the church of God at 
largo as a temple, which you know is not at all unusual in the Scriptures; 
—a temple, the Lord’s dwelling place. This temple, the true ohurch, had 
been closed, by men taking away the key of knowledge ; but when John 
thejBaptist came, it began to be re-opened; and when the Saviour came 
it was opened. And so John says, “ The temple of God was opened in 
heaven,” that is, the heavenly dispensation; “ and there was seen in his 
temple the ark of his Testament.” If I go into any place of worship and 
hear a minister, if the ark of the new covenant be not there, I do not care 
to stop ; there is not much good to be got if that is not there. Every­
thing God has given to his people is given by the covenant; there is 
nothing out of the covenant. David knew that all his salvation was in the 
covenant, and Isaiah well knew that all the mercies of God were in the 
covenant;—“ an everlasting covenant, even the sure mercies of David.” 
The ark of the covenant has been seen in the Surrey Tabernacle, and God 
grant it may be as long as the walls shall stand. It is a dear thing, a 
sweet thing; and the more we understand it, the more we shall love the 
Lord our God. There is not anything can carry out our affections more 
to God than a clear revelation to us of his immutably undertaking every­
thing that pertains to body and soul, to life and death, to time and to 
eternity, and will never leave us while he himself exists; for he hath 
sworn by himself, as he could swear by no greater. And this glorious
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covenant, when, it is brought in, has a power in it. John says, “And 
there were lightningsyes, it is a living, active gospel, is the gospel of 
the new covenant; it stirs us up, quickens us, warms us, strikes our infi­
delity, our hardness of heart, dead—strikes our doubts and fears sometimes 
dead, and we hope they may never live again. “ There were lightnings ; ” 
and those lightnings dart, by the power of God, into the mind of the dead 
sinner, and take up their abode in the sinner’s soul, and he feels that he 
is a sinner, and begins to cry to God. “And there were voices yes, 
many voices, crying out, “ Men and brethren, what shall we do?” it is a 
good sign in any church, and any congregation where there are these 
voices. When the people come sighing, hungering, longing, thirsting, 
fearing, trembling, to the house of God, that is the state in which the 
heart is prepared to receive most advantageously the blessed truths of the 
gospel. “And there were thunderings.” What are these thunderings 
but the solemn testimonies of the great God ? Hence some of the apostles 
were called “sons of thunder.” And there was “ an earthquake,” a revo­
lution that swallows up all your Pharisaism. I look back at the time of 
this earthquake! I know what it is as well as I know what my existence 
is. God took me in hand, and broke up the fountains of the great deep 
within me; away went my holiness, righteousness, wisdom, and strength, 
and I made sure I was going too; so my prayer was, “Lord, let not the pit 
shut her mouth upon me.” I did not know the Lord was then saying, 
No, I do not mean the pit to shut her mouth upon you, but I mean the 
pit to shut her mouth upon your supposed holiness, righteousness, and 
wisdom; and I mean to bring you into a state of complete destitution, and 
I will make you fly for refuge as they fled from the earthquake in the days 
of Uzziah. “ And great hail.” A very nice storm that was—great hail,— 
sure to be connected with this covenant. Ah, the devil says, I will pay 
you for that,—I will pay out Job for this, there will be a storm come 
upon him. And so there will upon you. There was a great hail. Why, 
say you, whatever will that hail do? I wonder what is to become of the 
poor church : she will never stand this, to be sure, it will tear her all to 
pieces. John, just tell us how it is with the church after all these persecu­
tions, and after all these storms of hail from Rome Pagan and Rome 
Papal, and various ways. There she is in heaven ; that is, in the heavenly 
dispensation. She has not been moved, then. No, Satan tried to drive 
her away, but could not. What condition is she in? Well, she is clothed 
with the sun, Christ Jesus; the jnoon, the gospel, under her feet, to light 
her path: “ Thy word is a light to my feet, and a lamp to my path; ” and 
on her head a crown of twelve stars. And is she frightened at her 
foes? No, she is labouring to bring forth mystically the holy child 
Jesus. And we read in that same chapter of the war between the dragon 
and his angels, and Michael and his angels, how Satan was overcome, and 
the kingdom possessed. But I must go back again to the 132nd Psalm. 
David brought in the ark. Now just see what consequences followed. 
Thereon was the mercy seat; there God dwelt; there it was the priest 
presented the people by the sacrifice he had offered; there it was he went 
in once a year, to typify Jesus Christ entering into the holy of holies, and 
confirming to us this everlasting convenant. When this ark is brought 
in, then in comes the Saviour, and then in comes the blessed God, and 
then in comes everything you can possibly desire. And it stands thus:— 
“ If thy children will keep my covenant, and my testimony that I shall 
teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore.” 
Well, Jesus Christ is thus brought in, for the Lord hath sworn, “ Of the 
fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne,” pointing to Christ; and 
Christ did keep the covenant, and the testimony which God taught him, 
for he grew in wisdom and stature, and the grace of God was upon him; 
he kept the covenant and the testimony, and he sits upon the throne for 
evermore. Here is the bringing in of the ark of the covenant. Jesus
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Christ did not come into the world without it, and he did not go out of 
the world without it. You know those beautiful words, “ This is my 
blood, iu the new testament; ” that is, the new covenant. And now the 
Lord comes iu. “ For the Lord hath chosen Zion ; he hath desired it for 
his habitation. This is my rest for over, here will I dwell, for I have 
desired it.” And can we not say that we have desired it? Ah, we can 
indeed say—we that know the Lord—

“There my best friends and kindred dwell, 
There God my Saviour reigns.”

We can understand the sorrows of Zion’s children, we can understand 
their joys ; we cau understand their sentiments, aims, objects, and motives, 
and so we have chosen that good part that shall not be taken from us. 
“ One thing have I desired.” What is it, David P If it is anything in 
accordance with God’s truth, you shall have it. Why, it is “ that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.” Oh, you shall 
have that, then. “ This is my rest for over,” as though the Lord should say, 
now this Zion I have chosen for ever; I am quite content, quite happy ; 
I shall rest there in my love. And this is our rest for ever. Shall wo 
ever want to change our God away for another God? Ah, not we:—a 
God that will last to eternity. Shall we ever be disturbed ? Cau any­
thing in the shape of dissatisfaction ever arise P Never. And then comes 
plentiful provision. “ I will abundantly bless her provision,” that provi­
sion means the Christ of God, the truth of God, the blessings of 
the everlasting covenant; “I will satisfy her poor with bread.” Ah, 
David, now you are letting us into the secret of your 37th Psalm. 
To my disgrace, I was going to say, that verse of the 37th Psalm puzzled 
me for years,—“ I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread.” If I had had sense just to read the 132nd Psalm, I 
should have got at David’s meaning. Not begging breadhow is that? 
Because they are so satisfied with Zion’s bread, and God so abundantly 
blesses that provision, that they do not need any other, and therefore 
they will not go away; well knowing that no such bread can be obtained 
anywhere else. “ He that shall eat of this bread shall never diehe that 
shall eat of this bread shall hunger no more ; his seed not bogging bread 
must be understood not literally but spiritually. “ I will also clothe her 
priests,” meaning all the people, for all God’s people are priests, conse­
crated to him, “ with salvation; and her saints,” the same people under 
another name, “ shall shout aloud for joy.” This is bringing iu the cove­
nant ; seeking the kingdom of God, and his righteousness by this ever­
lasting covenant. “ There will I make the horn of David to bud; ” 
And, °bud after bud, till the right branch comes; then, when it 
comes, this is the branch of righteousness it shall stand. “ I have or­
dained a lamp for mine anointed,” the glorious gospel of God to set forth 
the Glory of Christ; “his enemies will I clothe with shame; but upon 
himself shall his crown flourish.” So then seek tho kingdom in this order 
and in this way. And if I am speaking to any of you that do not under­
stand this, may the Lord keep you seeking till you do understand it; you 
will understand it in the Lord’s own time.

Then, thirdly, seek tho kingdom as Daniel did. What a solemn occasion 
was that! How the Lord blessed those four men in giving them that 
caution. By themselves they might have taken a little wine in modera­
tion. But I do not suppose the Babylonians were very moderate ; their 
belly was their god, and they would eat enormously, and drink to intoxi­
cation. Therefore those four men were wise; they saw the only safe 
course wa3 to have none at all; for if we take one drop, we may take 
another, and by degrees be drawn into the same intoxication as we see 
among these Babylonians; therefore our wisest course is to taste not, 
touch not, handle not. And how the Lord thereby prepared them for 
what was to come. Presently a decree comes out from one of the most



tyrannical king# that ever lived against their lives; but the men arc sober, 
and spiritual, and solemn ; they seek God by earnest prayer ; they sought 
the kingdom of God, the reign of God, the interposition of God ; and 
what a time that was! Oh, what a beautiful view, when JDauiel 
could see all the kingdoms of thia world passing away like the ehaff 
of the summer threshing floor; and he saw the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ, immovable, indestructible, and saw it lasting for ever, and 
the people like the kingdom, as it saith in that same 2nd of Daniel 
and m the 125th Psalm : in the 2nd of Daniel, that the kingdom shall not 
be left to other people, the same people that possess it to-day shall possess 
it for ever ; and in the 125th Psalm, “They that trust in the Lord” shall 
be like the God, and like the kingdom in which they trust,—they “ shall 
be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever,”

Mow, I have given but a poor account of seeking thia kingdom. I 
needed two hours instead of hardly one, in order to set forth tnis great 
matter of seeking the kingdom; but I felt anxious to set forth the way in 
which the kingdom is to be sought with certainty of success; for if we 
seek it by our works, our doings, or by human inventions, or by any 
other means than those which the Lord hath appointed, we are sure to 
come short. Bence you read that “many shall seek to enter in and shall 
not be able.” Oh, it is a mercy to be brought into the right way, and to 
be made earnest and sincere in the sight of God.

Now just a word upon the second part, the order indicated—“ and his 
righteousness.” I think this righteousness means two things. First, the 
substitutional righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. I have touched 
upon that, but I may just say a word or two more here. We can 
do nothing without Christ’s substitutional work ; we cannot confess 
our sins with any hope of forgiveness in any other way than by the 
remedy for our Bins; we cannot plead the promises of God with 
any hope of getting the fulfilment of them in any other way than by 
the substitutional work of Christ. We cannot walk in the precepts, we 
cannot preach, we cannot attend the Lord’s Supper, we cannot go through 
the ordinance of baptism, we cannot do anything pleasing in the sight of 
God, except it be by faith in the substitutional work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin; ” and “without faith it 
it is impossible to please God.” Therefore, to seek his righteousness will 
be to look from time to time to Christ’s substitutional work, which we 
shall daily need—to seek that. Do not let us dream, because we know as 
clear as the sun at noonday that acceptance with God is by the substitu­
tional work of Christ,—do not let us on that ground dream that we know 
all about his righteousness that is to be known, that we know all 
about the qualities, and depths, and uses of his atonement that is to 
be knowD. Ever let us remember that those of you that know the most, 
and that are the most advanced (some of you, perhaps, far beyond what 
I am) in these eternal things, you still know but little of that great sub­
stitutional w ork in comparison of what is yet to be known. Are not new 
beauties and new attractions perpetually rising ? I even flatter myself 
that we have been favoured for years from time to time, according to the 
measure of grace and humble gifts the Lord has bestowed upon me, to 
see in some small measure, new beauties, new attractions, and shall I say 
new uses, in this substitutional work of Christ; so that even in that 
substitutional work,—

“ H is beauties we can never trace, 
Till we behold biin face to face.”

Then the word “ righteousness ” here has one more meaning, and that 
is, that we are to seek in conformity with God’s order of things. People 
think if you seek, that is enough. But when the ark was taken down 
from the shoulders of the priests, and placed upon a new cart, the Lord 
manifested his disai>probation by smiting Uzzah, and Uzzah died before
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the Lord. And David, I suppose, was partly a Puseyite for a little 
while. This one invention will not hurt, surely ; it is Only a cart; it is a new 
cart, too. If we let this little thief in, we can put him out again when 
we please. Ah, but, David, the little thieves open'the door to let the 
big thieves in. Ob, this won’t hurt. Now it seems a wonderful thing, 
for David was generally very careful and very scrupulous; perhaps no 
prophet, no man of God in the Old Testament age was more scrupulous 
than David about God’s order of things. Well, he did not likotthe 
Lord’s thus dealing with Uzzah, and he went off rather ill-tempered; 
but it was no use, the Lord did not change. So David was afraid to 
carry the ark any further. Why, he said, there is something wrong; we 
had better not have brought the ark; we thought there was some advan­
tage to be gained. So the ark was left at the house of Obed-edom. But 
by and by, when David Baw that the Lord was blessing Obed-edom and 
all hiB household,—Ah, said David, now I see the secret; we sought not 
the Lord after the due order. We took tho ark down from the shoulders 
of the priests, and put it upon a new cart. And so if you take the eeve­
nant down from Christ’s shoulders, and set it upon something else, you 
may depend upon it the Lord’s chastising hand will come in to set you 
right, and teach you that you must seek him according to his own order. 
Now in the Old Testament age, Uzziah, Hezekiah, Josiah, when they 
ascended the throne, sent all the false gods to—I won’t say where; I was 
foing to say an ugly word, but I have not said one this morning, and so 

will not now ;—they sent them away, broke them all to pieces and de­
termined to seek God after the due order, by his own ordinances, his own 
institutions. Therefore, to seek his righteousness means to seek him in 
that righteous order of things which he hath established,—to have no 
human invention. And I could here show how easily the truth of God 
becomes in places of worship a secondary thing: First, you get a box of 
whistles called an organ ;—that is a very pretty plaything indeed; and 
even the Bishop of London told his clergy some time ago that they were 
not to take their playthings to church. Yet we must have our play­
things I Then comes something else, and then something else, and then 
something else ; and there are about thirty or forty people interested in 
the box of whistles, and thirty or forty interested in something else; you 
get the place filled with frivolous boys and girls; and the minister, if he 
is weak and foolish enough to lean somewhat to these things, and he be­
comes tainted, and becomes assimilated, presently you hear but very little 
of the good old-fashioned gospel in its vitality and reality ; and so the 
truth becomes a secondary thing. We have had a certain class of men 
that must be Diotrephes—the heads of the place. The majority of the 
people do not come to hear the gospel; they are like a little sprinkle you 
meet with in some places, of mere gossips that will come to chapel at all 
times, and in all weathers, because they would not omit their gossip, be­
cause they would not lose the chance of scandalizing somebody or 
another, and of showing the people how much they know about other 
people’s affairs. So by degrees down comes the minister, and down comes 
the truth ; the minister turned into a mere door-mat, and the deacons 
such as some churches are blessed with (this church among the rest), men 
who ought to be held in the highest respect, are turned into mere 
dummies, and the soul of the hungry made empty. Let us then have 
nothing but our God, our Christ, his covenant, his truth; and let our 
conduct from time to time Bhow, what it has shown, that our object under 
God is the ingathering savingly of precious souls. And I ask this 
assembly this morning, has not the Lord prospered you P Have you 
lacked one good thing P Has he not blessed you in your bodies, in your 
families, in your business—in every way P God forbid then that we 
should ever grow weary in well doing; it would be one of the greatest 
calamities that could overtake us.


