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V  Thus Esau desplsed his birthright.”—Genesis xxv 34,
N
We took occasion, last Lord s day morning, to notlce from these words

three birthrights, —the birthright of those who are born in the land of
Bibles, as our land happily is; secondly, the birthright of the Saviour;
and thirdly, the birthright of the Christian. Some of the things belong.
ing to the birthright of the Christian we noticed as set before us especially
in a consecutive form in the 12th chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Hebrews,
where the apostle leads us along from one privilege to another, reminding

- us, among the rest, of that perfection which is by the righteousness of

Jesus Christ, called jthe spirits of just men made perfect; so they are

- just, first justified by Christ's mediatorial work, and that presents them

before God perfect, and keeps them eternally perfect; and that God is
the judge of such, in adjudging them to all that this justification in Jesus
Christ can entitle themto : and that there, in this order of things, appears
the Saviour as the Mediator of the new covenant, and the blood of sprink-
ling, which speaketh.better things than that' of' Abel. These are the
things that he bringeth not to any one’s natural birth, but to the spiritual
birth. “ AIS many as received him io’'them gave he power to become the
sons of God; ’ and if sons, then heirs of God,' joint-heirs with the Lord
Jesus Christ* “ even upto as many as believed op his name.” ' Thus we are
broughtby a supernatural birth, or by regenerating grace, into this pos-
session. “:Which were born, not of blood, nor of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God.” ’
There are three more things which we have- not attended to, which,
though not contained immediately in our text, yet they are suggested by

. the' text, and these, three things are theseFirst, the' blessing which
- Esau, in despising his birthright, lost; secondly, the characters that Esau

thus represents in despising his birthright ; thirdly, and lastly, the prin-
ciples upon which Esau was rejects], deanMfind no place ofrepentance)

‘though he sought it carefully with tears™>f . R P

N -/

First, then, the blessing,—and' of course the blessmg here, in the hlstory

, Of it was temporal j but then we well know that the temporal has a spiri-

tual significance in it, and it is mtended to represent by thlngs that we do

1

 Voi. VI.—No. 277. ' T~ E



114 THE LOST BLESSING.

know, things that we do not know. There will, therefore, be no difficulty
in reading out this morning the meaning of the blessing in the spiritual
sense, which we have in the 27th chapter of this book. And the blessing
which belonged to the birthright of Esau was fourfold. In consisted, first,
of personal approbation, or of approbation of him personally. It consisted,
secondly, of abundance of all good things. It consisted, thirdly, of entire
freedom; and, fourthly, of eternal defence. First, then, that which
belonged to the birthright of Esau; the blessing consisted of personal
acceptance, personal approbation. Hence Isaac expresses it thus:—* See,”
he says, *“the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the Lord
hath blessed.” ‘ This has reference, of course, to the fragrance of the gar-
ments in which Jacob was arrayed. And you will know, no doubt, very
well how to apply this in the spiritual sense of the word. The question
is, Where is the field which God hath blessed? And then the question
is, What was the Saviour’s field of labour P His field of labour was to work
out and to bring in eternal righteousness, and that righteousness is that,
by which we are justified before God. His field of labour was to die for
sinners, and thereby to redeem them; to die for sin, and thereby to
destroy it; to die, suffering death under the curse, and thereby to put an
end to that; to die the bitterest death that ever was, that no one else ever
could, or ever can die, and thereby to take away the sting of death. Now,
this was the field, then, of the Saviour’s labour; this is that field which

' the Lord hath blessed. And to understand the words spiritually it stands

thus Hereis a sinner brought to feel that he stands before God con-
demned. Hevealed unto,?such an one is what the Saviour hath done in
his life ; that man receives the testimony of Christ's righteousness, and
hereby such an one savours of Christ, and such an one is unto God a sweet
savour of Christ. ' v L

The second part was,that of abundance of all good things. *“ There-
fore,” as the consequence, seeing thslL you savourflof the field which
God has blessed, therefore, as a, consequence of this,—the Lord has so
ordered it that one blessing stands connected with another,—*“Therefore
God give thee of the dew;of heaven.”;? :Now, unto such the gospel is sure
to be as dew; unto such; the gospel is . sure to be refreshing. *“ And the
fatness of the earth, and plenty of com and wine.” . Now, this corn and
wine; we take them both—at least, I do—to mean Jesus Christ.. He is the
corn; he is the sustenance. Let us keep closedo him; we shall miss the
substance if we miss him, , God grant thee plenty of corn, plenty of sus-
tenance. And. I am'’ pure thereiis a sufficiency in Jesus Christ; we can

' never sink into, despair while Jesus is our sustenance; he is the bread

that endureth/to everlasting’life, and to eat of that bread, or that which
is implied in eating of that bread, meaps several ‘things. I will just name
one or.two for the sake of clearness. First,'we cannot live naturally
without food. So, if you are brought to see, and,to feel that you cannot

. be saved without Christ; that youjcannot have eternal life without

Christ, and that you'cannot hope in God but by Jesus Christ, and if you
can see that you cannot be sustained in your hope in God through life and
when you come to die but by Jesus Christ; if you are thus far, that is one
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step towards eating the flesh and drinking the blood of the Son of God, and
being brought to know your need of him. Hear what the Saviour saith,
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness  and Christ
Is that righteousness that we are to hunger after. Now I feel—and I trust
hundreds of you feel the same—that if Jesus Christ be taken away your
hope is taken away*; or if his perfection be taken away your hope is taken
away- His perfection may be taken away and his name remain ; but that
would be of no use to you. You want this dear Saviour in what God has
made him, not in what men make him; for men make the Saviour all sorts
of things; some one thing, and some another ; but God hath constituted
him that by which we are perfected for ever. Now then, if you feel you
can have no hope for time or for eternity but by him, that is one step
towards being sustained by Christ Jesus the Lord. And only think of it,
some of you that may not know the Lord, if you can exercise common
reason for a moment, and think to yourself now, while you listen to me,
well, is it so, then, that I am without God: that while God sustains me in
his providence from day to day, yet presently I shall die, and shall reach
to the last mercy I am ever to have, and then 1 shall be in the most fearful
sense without God and without hope, not in the world, but in hell? Now
I say, only reflect upon it for a moment, what an awful curse human
existence is without the knowledge.of the Lord Jesus Christ! But if, on
the other hand, brought to know our need of him, and to receive the
testimony that is given concerning him, this is the way in which we shall
have that sustenance by which we are supported in our hope and prayer,
which we can go on to serve the Lord our God. ““Plenty of corn,”
there is an abundance of sustenance in Christ. It matters not how weak
we are, nor how far we are gone in poverty and destitution ; there is all
sufficiency in him;,. Then not only plenty of corn, but wine. You know the
dear Saviour has chosen wine as the emblem of the blood of the everlasting
covenant; and the plenty of wine.l would there, when taken spiritually,
understand just the same as | would understand those words where David
says, ““With thee there is, forgiveness, and with thee there is plenteous
redemption.” | would therefore fake the plenty of wine to mean the all-
sufficiency of. the bloocl of the Lord Jesus Christ. But then wine there,
the pure blood of the grape there, that pure blood of th*e grape that cheers,
but doth not inebriate; the wine ,t)iere refers especially to its cheering
power. Hence you read of the wine that cheereth the heart of God and
man;. And then the plenty of wine, will mean-the all-sufficiency of the
blood of the everlasting covenant id cheer up the heaviest heart, to cheer
the gloomiest soul, and to dissolve, the fetters of the man that is bound as
with fetters of brass.and of iron,l and bring the soul out of prison, and
give such, an one such victory that he, can tread down his sins, and tread
down the devil, and tread.down the .world, and unbelief, and his troubles,
and tread down mountains; and as he walks on in the strength of the
? blood of the everlasting covenant, he can say, with Deborah, “ O my soul,
thou hast trodden down strength.” ;i Here, then, is the second part of the
.blessing. I want no other corn, I want no other wine, I want no other

sustenance, I want nothing else to make me cheerful.4" . .
|*
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The third part of the blessing is that of freedom. “ Let people serve
thee, and nations bow down to thee ; be lord over thy brethren, and let
thy mother’s sons bow down to thee.” All this is language expressive of
that dominion which the Christian has, the freedom which the Christian
has. Everything must be subservient to the welfare of the Christian.
There is not an adversary that would hinder you that shall not be
made ultimately to help you; there is not a sin that has entangled
you, or .wounded you, or deformed you, or grieved you, or defiled
you, that God will not render subservient to the furtherance of your
eternal welfare. There is not a loss, there is not a bereavement of any
kind whatever, but God will make the whole subservient to your eternal
welfare. 1 know this is strong language; some ministers speak as
though the grace of God could not be trusted, as though the carnal sym-
pathies, and carnal views, and self-importance of the creature were to be
consulted before the necessities of the really convinced sinner, and before
the glories of that grace which shall reign through righteousness unto
eternal life. Here, then, is the dominion, the freedom. Ifyou are one
with that divine dominion over all things, then you, in that oneness, have
dominion. ““He that overcometh,”—and ““this is our victory, even our
faith* and keepeth my works,”—Ilet them go, down you go directly;

unto the end, to him will 1 give power over the nations ; and he shall
rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be
broken to shivers; and 1 will give him the morning star.” And that
morning star is Christ; Christ shall be the morning star; and that man
shall shine forth to all eternity, like the bright and the morning star.
X*They that be wise shall shine as the stars for ever and ever.” The
\savour of Christ—plenty to eat and drink, and that of the best kind;
ijnake us strong and cheerful; and entire dominion—everything must be
subservient. Yqu nipst not be in a hurry. Gad is sometimes overcome,
‘and may be laughed at; be patient; the coming of the Lord draweth nigh,
and when he comes in, the enemy must go out; when he comes in,
.darkness must go out; when he comes in, there is an end to the enemy’s
‘reign.  ““Now is your hour;” it is only an hour, a mystic hour, it may be
a long hour; *“and the power of darkness,” ;MThe triumph ofthe wicked
is but for a moment.” " Stand still, arid see the salvation of God.” Thou
*hast that freedom that is in Christ; and. thou hast.to wait sometimes in
-prison until he who openeth, and non? can shut,- shall come ; and when he
openeth, who then can shut? When he comes and brings thee out, and
saith, ““I have set before thee an opendoor, and no man can shut it,” then
thou canst again rejoice in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made
'you free. .U /

The fourth part of the blessing is twofold i ““Cursed be every one that
. curseth thee.” Sd Cain found it, and so Esau found it, and so Ishmael
found it, and so King Saul found it, so Pharaoh found it, so Nebuchadnezzar
found it, so Belshazzar found it, and -so .Judas found it, and so the Jews
found it; and so have all; so did old Balaam, he found it so. “ Cursed is
? he that curseth thee.” ' “ Vengeance is mine, 1 will repay, saith the Lord.”
+ Do we thus desire our worst enemy td.be execrated ? NoO; our prayer for
them is, that if it be the Lord's will, the Lord may open their eyes, and
bring them to love the same truth, the same Jesus Christ. That lies
with God. ““And blessed be he that blesseth thee.” So if I have a union
of soul to the man that savours of Christ, and lives upon the holy
. sustenance to which I have referred, and loves the liberty of the gospel;
, 1T | feel a union of soul to that man, and bless that man in the name of
the Lord; 1 bless him, pass by, and say, u The Lord bless you ;” bless you
"in the name’of the Lord, as Melchizeaek blessed Abraham. And all such
areblessed. “ Blessed is he that receiveth one of these little ones.” And
\you little ones must forgive me if I make a stepping-stone of you some-
times. Well, that is a very pretty thing to do. yVell, 1 do. And how
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do you do it? Well, I think, now really, after all, am 1 a child of God ?
I look about and say, Well, where is that Bight and sense of sin, and
groaning under it, that characterizes the child of God? Perhaps at that
time 1 do not possess it. Where is that acquaintance with God that
characterizes the child of God? Perhaps at that time I do not possess
it. Where is that rejoicing recorded in the Bible, and which the saints
have more or less entered into ? Perhaps | do not as yet possess it. “ To
will is present with me., | say, I feel hardly any will to do anything that
isof God, I will tell you what 1 do then; 1 run off to the little ones, and
I think, well, there iIs that man, and that woman; | recollect their
testimony; 1 felt a union of soul to them, and I do to this day. | feel
love to the'brethren. “ He that receiveth one of these little ones,
receiveth me; and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that sent me.” So
that I am obliged to make sort of stepping-stones of the little ones, to help
me to get out of my troublesand you are quite welcome to make use of
me in the same way ifyou can sometimes. 1 am sure there is no barm in
doing this; and I am very often glad to do so. Because the Christian is
a man that cannotbe presumptuous. Ifhe conclude that he is a Christian,
he must have some Bible evidence upon which to come to that conclusion.
IT a Christian concludes that he has a true and a saving hope in the Lord,
he cannot be satisfied unless he can find in his soul some reason for that
hope. He wants a reason for it;;he cannot be put off with a vague,
undefined hope; he must know why, and wherefore it is that he concludes
that he has a right to believe that God is on his side. 1 am very often
thus searching about after evidences, and glad sometimes to get the
humblest 1 can find, and here are'jiclps to us.. And perhaps that is one
of the-'reasons why the Lord so tries us, that we may run about and
gather up the fragments, that nothing be lost. We should lose sight of
a great many of his miracles if lie'did not so lead us as to make us feel
our need of them. Thus, then, the blessing is fourfold ; first, the savour
of Christ; second, abundance of all good things ; third, freedom ; fourth,
eternal safety. *“ Cursed, be every one .that? curseth thee, and blessed be
he that blesseth thee.” | pi mr - <o |
Now we come to the characters represented by Esau, who despised his
birthright. There are two characters, he represents ; I mean, in his after-
wards wanting the blessing, but was ,rejected.eHere is a man faring
sumptuously, and that every day./presently this man lifts up his eyes in
hell. Ah, now I am.in hell; what would J givenow if I.belonged to
Jesus Christ, if 1 were in.that high'-doctrine man’s bosom where Lazarus
is! I once .hated that;-I-that Abraham, called alone; that Abraham,
brought into the bond of an immutable covenantthat Abraham, that
fell m with the perfection of- Christ’s eternal priesthood; I once hated
that; but what would 1 give nowjif 1 could, be'where Lazajus is! 1
Bavour now of brimstone, notof Christl savour now of Kell, not of
heaven; | savour now of the firg of hell;; not of the.love of God.
“Lifted up his eyes in hell!” what would he give now for something to
sustain him, and enable him to get 4ut of this awful state; what would he
give now to have dominion over th? fiends around, him, to have dominien
over the flames around him, to h?ve dominion over the thunderbolts
.around him, what would he give nowP; /“Behold, ye despisers, wonder
and perish.” Esau, therefore, when he would have inherited the blessing,
was rejected. . So, when the soul arrives in hell, gladly, then would.be
inherit the blessing (, but there is no hope there. But remember, it is
never too late while mortal life shall'last. >:///m A

. People are not much in the habit of taking much trouble to'understand
the Scriptures, or else you know One of the impediments thrown in the
way of what 1 am now stating, that it is never,too late while we are on
this side of the grave." Whatever you have been, if you have been the
most profligate character that ever lived; whether you have equalled
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Manasseh, Saul of Tarsus, the thief on the cross, or any other; if God
bless thee with a sight and sense of what thou art as a sinner, and you
begin to pray, it is not too late. The impediment thrown in the way is
the notion, everywhere, 1 believe, stereotyped, called the unpardonable
sin. But to understand that, you must read my sermon upon it, which is
in print. And don't begin it with a determination to believe I am wrong,

/ <because you will never prove it. Youread that sermon through carefully,

' mf-j

those of you who have not read it, and 1 think you will be satisfied, when
you arrive at the end of that sermon, that there is no such thing in the
Bible as an unpardonable sin, except those sins' God is not pleased to

.pardon. Now | have met with persons who have said, ““Ah, sir, 1 feel |

could pray to God, 1 feel I could have a hope in Christ, but nothing

b possesses my mind but that 1 have committed the unpardonable sin, can

you tell me what it meansP” My answer is, ““No.” Ah, but the Saviour
says, “ blasphemy against the Holy Ghost.” 1 must again direct you to

; & my sermon in print, 1 cannot enter into the question now. There are as

many opinions about what the unpardonable sin is, as there are days in the
year, and all the time men will hold that stereotyped false notion, they
will be in the dark about the matter. 1 answer, therefore, commit what

' sin you have, you have not committed a sin that is unpardonable. You,

a worm of the earth, you commit a sin that God Almighty could not
manage P You, you, a poor moth, will you ; you, an autumnal leaf, you;

/ you, a piece of stubble, you; you,#mere nothing, you; you perpetrate

a deed that the omnipotency of the blood of Immanuel could not wash
away the stain of? I should be ashamed to hold such a doctrine concern-
ing the blood of Christ, the blood gf.an incarnate God. ¢ 1 will not give
up the assurance till 1 give up my breath, and I am sure 1 shall not then,

. "that whatever excellency there is in.the, person of Christ; there is that in

the atonement of Christ; and if there be omnipotence in his power, then
there is omnipotence in that atonement. When | preached that sermon,
several said, ““I don’t see with you.,j You see with me! you didn’t see at

>all. You didn’t like it, and so didn’t listen to it,”” | asked you to peep

through the telescope, and I put the telescope right, and pointed out the
objects in the heavens, and you refused to, look at. them. Then you
’turned round, and said,““1 don’t see with you./ No, you did riot, because
"you would not look through the telescope.;.;? These are things in which
angels reprove some of us, for angels desire to look into these, things, and
you may depend upon it that these difficult’ parts, appearing difficult, they
will all repay your labour to look inijo them... Nowthen,I hold that Esau
represents, in the first place, the mrin that is?in hell, that would possess

/the blessing, have the blessing, but idw he is in hell, he is rejected; he is

rejected because he is in hell; there*is no hope there,’ But all the time a
man is a living man, there is hope. } 1T 1 were called upon to-day or to-

/morrow to visit a man a hundred and fifty'years old, or a thousand years
"..old, if he had done nothing but sin with.'all his might, and main, and power,

/all his days," if 1 could see in that man a'conviction of his state, a convic-

. m/ tion of his need of Christ,'a conviction of his need of the mercy of God, |

' Bhould no more despair of that inan’thari?l should of the salvation of an
infant." Such’is my view of the power of Immanuel to save. He saves
by an arm almighty; he saves by  atonement infinite in power, eternal
in duration, swallows up death in victory, Is there anything too hard for
our incarnate God?'JThere is a great deal of pride among men. They
sometimes say, Ah, you will sin the day of grace away. Where do you
get that from? You' may get it from your creed,! but you do not get it

1?7 from your Bible, ¢ You sin the day of grace away!—you poor little moth;

got that notion, have you? They Ho not care what they boast about if
they can but boast; it they can but hold some sort ofnotion that implies
an inability in God to carry out his counsels, an inability in Christ to
save, an inability in the Holy th)St, who taketh up the isles as a very
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little thing, to regenerate the heart. If they can in any respect bring

God into bondage, then the creature becomes very important. But let

the whole be thrown to Paul’s dungheap, throw the whole of it away, and
let your confidence in Christ’s ability be unbounded. Peter was taught a
lesson upon this when he saw his congregation in their unconverted state;
wild beasts, four-footed beasts, fowls of the air, creeping things. Well,
what is the good of preaching to these? Why, grace surely can never
turn these wretches, these abominable animals, into saints! But it did,
it did do so, and does do so, and will do so. Thus, then, what a mercy it
is to have a praying heart before we die, to have a believing heart before
we die, and ere we lift up our eyes in hell to be made while here to lift
up our eyes to the hills, whence alone salvation can come!

The second character which Esatt represents is the man that would
inherit the blessing, that sincerely seeks to inherit the blessing, that seeks
it with agonies of mind, that seeks it with tears, that seeks it night and
day, and that seeks it with as much earnestness as any man can ever seek
it, and yet he shall not obtain it, he shall be rejected. Why soP Because
he seeketh it not after the due order; that is the reason. “ Many shall
seek to enter in, and shall not be able.”. Now we showed last Lord’s
day morning that the priesthood in the family was Esau’s birthright. To
despise his birthright, therefore, was to despise the priesthood. You may
wish to go to heaven, you may wish to have eternal life, you may search
the Scriptures, and in them think you have eternal life; but if you are
wrong concerning the priesthood of Christ, you may seek, and seek, and seek
for ten thousand years, but you will never get the blessing. Therefore Esau
represents those that seek the Lord unscripturally, and that with all their
earnestness, with' all their tears, and all their concern, they cannot for
the life of them admit the truth of Christ’s priesthood, not in what it has
Teally done. Where is the law maintained in truth and integrity ? In
Christ.-f “Where is the gospel, or the*'new covenant, maintained in truth
and integrity? In Christ. Now then, if you are taught of God, you will
be led to see what Jesus Christ hath done. And; unless you receive him
in the eternity of his perfection, I}gu will never get; the blessing. And so
it is impossible for you to get the blessing on Wesleyan’grounds. The
Wesleyan admits that some are in hell for whom Christ died: that is a
denial of the perfection of his priesthood.'A-And the duty*faith man is
just the same; they tell us thousands are in hell that, might have been in
.L,e,ayen,. _ Ifyou are wrong, thereford, concerning Christ’s perfection, you
will never get the blessinlg. AlEsau represents Those that have sought, and
do seek, and that earnestly. Think' you that Roman Catholics, thousands
of them, out of the millions That beldpg to that delusive communion, are
not sincere? They are; but theyihave. no. true knowledge of what
Christ has done. . Think you that there are no other sects and parties that
are sincere ? There are; but there fe. ho real falling in with the eternal
perfection of Christ; they despise it, they call it Antinomianism, hi%h
doctrine, and say they are sick <of- hearing ” the truth, the truth, the .

. truth ™ thatthe Christiad delights in| ZCain was one df.these .. he. sought;

but in the wrong way, Esau sougii, but the birthright was gone; A
the priesthood was gone; therefore”™ou cannot come into the blessing.

The Jews sought, but never obtained; and thousands upon thousands ,f'
molw are saeking, but will never, Hb, never obtain. eNow then, as the ;-
priesthood was the birthright—mart that, this is one of the rinl;;grles

upon which Esau was rejected ; first because he sought it not by faith A/

in the sacrificial perfection of the Lord Jesus Christ. On the other hand,
I defy you to prove an instance, all through the Scriptures, of any man
being brought to receive, in the understanding and love thereof, the
?>erfection of Christ's priesthood, and|that man being a lost man at the
ast; there is not an instance of it. .Some hold the doctrine of Christ’s
substitution as a mere notion; they infer that we do the same ; but they
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are out, and beside the mark, here. | hold the priesthood of Christ as a
mere notion! No; it is more precious to my soul than language can de-
scribe. 1 hold the priesthood of Christ as a mere notion ! By it I have access
to God; by it. 1 find my way into the souls of men that are deid, and
instrumentally administer eternal life; by it 1 find my way into the
soul of the mourner, and give him beauty for ashes, the oil ofjoy
for mourning; by it I find my way into the guilty conscience, and
instrumentally take that guilt away, and leave in the place thereof
a heart full,of love, a conscience full of peace. By .it I have victory
over the devil, victory over all my troubles; by it 1 have the shinings
I of God's presence, the operations of his Spirit, the immutability
of his covenant, and it is more precious to my soul than language
can describe. One more principle I have to name, upon which
Esau was rejected; and it is this, There isfan ambiguity in our
trasiat@mtionhe found no place of repentance.””’”That is ah am-
biguous expression, and does not certainly convey the proper meaning.
To give the meaning clearly, without any ambiguity, .it would read
thus, that ““he could not change his father Isaac’s mind, though he
sought it carefully with tears.” Hence, when Isaac was astounded when
Esau came, and said, “ Where is he that hath taken away thy blessingP™
Isaac immediately, by the power of the Eternal Spirit, said, “ Yea, and he
shall be blessed.” So that Esau could not change his father Jsaac'’s
.mind. So, how hard men labour to put us off with a changeable God;
but they cannot change our Father's mind, they cannot change his
covenant, they cannot change his counsel, they .cannot alter him. They
may pray to the Lord to take away that' dreadful doctrinepf election; he
never will, They may pray to thhLord to take away that dreadful
doctrine of predestination ; he nev”will'take it away. They may pray
}h y,:to the Lora to banish from the earth those hypers, and we shall be
all dear nive{salists together; but the ITW . never will.No, they will

| never Be ablé fo changé Gotl's tind.pJSo tHat those very principléstipbn
which these are rejected are the very principles‘upon which the people of

Qod are received;. First,we are receivjbaby the perfection of Christ's priests

hood; 'secondly,' we are received into and by an immutable covenant,
Could not change his father Isaac’s ihind./ 1 believe there are men now

in England so sincere in their religion, they would give the world, if they

., had it to give, if they could but get HNGT these .doctrines, and get rid of

thiese pegpple; for, in theirfwiow, it spalls eVeTytlliDg. \ . r '

v Thus, then, you see whom Esau represents. * First, the man that when

"“1t/A he comps into hell is.too late then to| seek for mercy.. Secondly, the man
-mm"hat seeks the Lord in the wrong way, not taking with him. the perfection

of Christ’s priesthood., . And, third, mr I might as well have‘'made a third

, principle of it, the man who,would feet aside God's immutable covenant,

and put.something else into the platfe .thereof, r "What an infinite mercy,

- then, to be’ made to differ; to understand the blessing, to seek it"in the
right way! and so far from our wishing to change our Father’s mind, we

f -would not have’ any alteration j no, hot for a million worlds. Ono of old

S said, in alL/die solemnities of death, “ He hath macle with me an everlasting
covenant,’—-it .would not be everlasting if it were changeable,—** ordered

in all things and sure; this is all mj' salvation, hnd all my desire, though
he make it not to grow ° > .
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